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“Constructing Ceremonial Holy Space in
Buddhism—the Application of Ronald L. Grimes’

Ceremonial Depiction in the Field Studies”

Yu, Xiu Min*

ABSTRACT

This paper intends to introduce a set of practical and eliciting questions about
religious ritual data collecting, postulated by Ronald L. Grimes, one of the Canadian
anthropologists of religion. Then, Buddhist Great Heaven Worship Rite, with
special focus on spatial and temporal aspects, is taken as a tentative case for applying
Grimes’ ritual inquiry model. On the spatial dimension, it is discovered that the rite
of ‘water-purification’ transforms a space from a profane one into a sacred one; the
attendants’ apparent putting on and taking off Hai-ching, the black robes the laity
wear while attending ritual and take off at break intervals between rite sessions,
symbolize the clarification between sacred and profane space; moreover, the
arrangement of the positions of all the sacred statues and portraits, and the directions
the ritual attendants have to take while the rite proceeds are determined by the world
view of Buddhism. On the temporal dimension, it is found that ancient Indian myth
of heaven gods and time, early Chinese heaven god belief, and the assumption of the
dining time of heaven gods and hungry ghosts in the hell influence the determination
of the time at which the rite is held and the schedule of the seven-day rite. Grimes’

framework effectively facilitates the grasp of important principles the initiation of

*

Yu, Xiu Min, Lecturer, Chung Hua University
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ritual follows from the emic (or insiders’) prospect. On the basis of the data
collected emically, students can propose their etic (or outsiders’) analyses, as a
contrast to emic interpretation, in terms of their specified issues, study purposes, and
inquiring approaches to acquire insights into essential factors manipulating behind

each system of ritual.

Key words: Ronald L. Grimes, Buddhist Great Heaven Worship rite, Buddhist rituals,

emic interpretation, etic analysis
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